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Forged By Fire Lesson Learning Packet (Chapters 8-16)
Directions: This packet will cover chapters eight through sixteen of the teen novel, Forged By Fire. You are to utilize this packet during your reading to assist you with:

1) answering essential questions, 
2) learning key vocabulary, 

3) specifics regarding internal and external dialogue, 
4) identify connections to make inferences about the author’s meaning, 
5) the implied theme of the story,
6)  how to recognize emotional appeals and define their connection to the author’s meaning, and
7)  recognizing the six features of an informational text. 
**Please make sure you keep this packet in your binder, in class where it can be accessed each day with the reading material and assignments. 

Novel: Forged By Fire

Author: Sharon M. Draper

Packet/ Lesson Topics: Identifying connections in a story to make inferences, internal/external dialogue, theme, recognizing emotional appeals and define their connection to the author’s meaning.

Unit Essential Question: 
As a reader, how does my ability to make predictions and inferences help me to better analyze the structure of a text?

Part One: Lesson Essential Questions 

-1. As readers, how do we identify connections in a story to make inferences? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-2. How are Gerald and Angel like many young people today? How are they different? What strengths are found in them that help them to survive the situation in which they live? 

	Character
	Similarities
	Differences

	Angel


	
	

	Gerald


	
	


	Character
	Strengths

	Angel


	

	Gerald


	


*After utilizing the charts above, answer your lesson essential questions on the lines below:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
-3. Monique is abused both physically and emotionally. What is the relationship between domestic violence and child abuse? Why do you think this relationship exists? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-4. As readers, how do we correctly recognize emotional appeals and define their connection to the author’s meaning? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-5. Reflect on chapter one and Gerald’s experiences with his mother and his home environment. How does the author appeal to the reader’s emotion through the eyes of a child? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the author’s method of telling the story through Gerald’s eyes affect your response as the reader? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two: Making Connections to Infer the Author’s Meaning

Making inferences is a way of “reading between the lines” of a story to discover the meaning behind actions and events. As you read, identify connections to make inferences about the author’s meaning. 

You may do this by:

-Connecting a character’s actions to reasons or outcomes.

-Connect events to reasons or outcomes. 

**As you identify connections, ask yourself what meaning the author is suggesting by making these connections.

Consider the following example in chapter 10, pgs. 61 and 62 in Forged By Fire: 

	Event
	Event
	Inference Regarding the Author’s Meaning

	Monique inquires about Jordan’s job status hesitantly.
	Based on his angry response that she should mind her own business, Monique hurries out the door. 
	People should listen to their own instincts when feeling uncomfortable about something


1) After considering the above example, find another example in Forged by Fire of how making connections can help you to infer what meaning the author is suggesting by making the connections.

	Event
	Event
	Inference Regarding the Author’s Meaning

	
	
	


Part Three: Internal and External Dialogue
The climax is the turning point of any story. It’s the peak or high point of the story and is often suspenseful. In other words, it keeps you on the edge of your seat. 

1) Consider the following dialogue in chapter 11, Pg. 67 & 69 of Forged by Fire.

2) Dialogue #1

Character: Gerald 

States: What if they don’t believe me? he asked himself. Will they believe a kid? I don’t really have any proof. On TV, cops need hard evidence or the bad guy gets away. What if I accuse Jordan of abuse or something and they can’t prove it? He’ll be angry and get even more violent and maybe hurt Angel and……
What type of dialogue is the above dialogue example? (Internal or External) _____________________________________________________________
3) Dialogue #2

Characters: Gerald and Mr. Washington

Mr. Washington: “Who’s Jordan?”

Gerald: “My stepfather. He drinks, and he’s mean, and he smacks me around, but that’s not the problem- I can handle it. I think he’s …doing stuff to Angel that he shouldn’t. And I don’t know what to do! I can go to the cops- they might not believe me. She’s so scared of him she won’t even admit it to me, but I know he’s hurting her and I don’t know what to do or who to tell or…” 
What type of dialogue is the above dialogue example? (Internal or External)

_____________________________________________________________

4) What climax (turning point of the story) do the above examples of dialogue lead to on pg. 72 of the novel? **Remember, the climax is often suspenseful. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part Four: Vocabulary/Context Clues

 Below, list ten vocabulary words and their meanings/definitions that you learned in chapters eight through sixteen of Forged by Fire through the use of context clues. In addition to the words and definitions, you are to give the context clues in the passage that helped in showing you what the word meant. 

Example: Chapter 13, pg. 77.

	Sympathy
	To feel compassion for someone
	Understanding


Now, you list your words, definitions, and context clues in the spaces below. 

	Word
	Definition
	Context Clues 

	1)


	
	

	2)


	
	

	3)


	
	

	4)


	
	

	5)


	
	

	6) 


	
	

	7)


	
	

	8)


	
	

	9)


	
	

	10)


	
	


Part Five: Recognizing Emotional Appeals and Defining Their Connections to the Author’s Meaning
-Author’s will often appeal to the reader’s emotions in order to allow the reader an insight into the true meaning behind the story. Emotional appeals are based on feelings. Authors will use words or images to appeal to the readers emotions. Consider the following example on pg 71, Chapter 12:

	Event
	Emotional Appeal
	Connection to the Author’s Meaning

	Jordan took out a cigarette, put his feet up on the coffee table and smiled, looking forward to another day with his Angel.
	Images of Jordan smiling, smoking a cigarette, putting his feet on the coffee table while thinking of bad intentions prompts the emotion of anger and helplessness in the reader. 
	People who have bad intentions can make their victims feel a sense of helplessness and hopelessness that the abuse will stop.


1) Find another example of how the author appeals to the readers emotion in your novel, Forged by Fire, and explain the connection your example has to the author’s meaning. 
	Event 
	Emotional Appeal
	Connection to the Author’s Meaning

	
	
	


Part Six: Recognizing Theme

-The theme of a story is the central idea, insight, or message about life that the story reveals to its reader. Theme is often expressed as an idea or generalization about life or people. 

-Often the theme is unstated or implied (implicit). You infer the theme based upon the character’s experiences and the story’s events. 

-A story can have more than one theme. Each interpreted theme is valid as long as the reader can support their ideas regarding theme with examples and details from the text. 

1) Read and reflect upon the courtroom events of chapter 13, pgs. 75-82. What theme do you feel is implied by the events of the chapter? What does message about life does the author imply through those events?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
