	Acquisition Lesson Plan
	Name: 8/9 LEAP-Ratcliff

	Plan for the Concept, Topic, or Skill --- Not for the Day
	Topic: Evaluating the Author’s Purpose in Writing




	Essential Question: -As a reader, how do you know when the author has achieved his or her purpose?


	What do students need to learn to be able to answer the Essential Question?

Assessment Prompt_1_: Purpose is influenced by the language used by the author.
Assessment Prompt_2_: Effective readers adjust their reading according to purpose. 
Assessment Prompt_3_: Evaluate the effectiveness/achievement of Author’s Purpose by supporting findings with details, facts and/or opinions. 

	Activating Strategy: Reflective Journal Entry- Reflect back upon the three main author’s purposes studied in the previous lesson as a class discussion. After class discussion, have students think about how they will know if an author has achieved their purpose. Prompt them by providing guided questions to help drive their journal entry. 

1) What kinds of words or information are included in the article or literature to prompt you to believe that the author’s purpose has been achieved?

2) What is the tone or attitude of the author?

3) Do illustrations, pictures, and captions seem designed to provide information for or entertain the reader?

4) As you skim the text, do you see statistics, quotations from experts, and facts? 

5) Do the first sentences of the paragraphs introduce facts, opinions, or anecdotes?

6) How did you feel as the reader when you read the article? Enjoyment, Informed, or Persuaded?

7) Why did you feel this way and what information included in the article made you feel this way?



	Key vocabulary to preview: -Author’s Purpose – Details – Facts –Opinions –Adjust –Effectiveness –Achievement –Support –Evaluate 

	Teaching Strategies: 
-Introduce the new lesson essential question: As a reader, how will you know when the author has achieved his or her purpose?

-**Remind students that the author’s intended purpose influences the types of detail, facts, or opinions that he or she includes. *Prompt students after discussion by asking: What is the author’s purpose influenced by? 
-Explain to students that as they read a title or an article, they should read the title, skim a few paragraphs and identify the author’s purpose or purposes and they adjust their reading accordingly. (**For example: If the purpose is to entertain, they may read the article at their own pace for enjoyment. If the purpose is to inform or persuade, then they should read carefully and question what they read.) *Prompt student understanding by asking: What should an effective reader do as they identify the author’s purpose in a specific text?
-After students have indentified the purpose in the article, they should keep that purpose in mind as they read and decide whether the author has achieved it. To determine that, explain to students that they should ask themselves: **Was I entertained, persuaded, or informed? 

-Upon determining what purpose the author has achieved, they should recall what details, facts, opinions, or moods helped the author to achieve his or her objective. *Prompt students by asking how they would evaluate if an author’s achieved his or her purpose?
-**Remind students that sometimes and article or piece of literature can be written for multiple purposes and that an author can be capable of achieving more than one purpose. 

-Collaborative Pair Activity: Have students work in pairs to read Junior Scholastic article titled, Marriage or Else. Pairs should first skim the article to determine the author’s purpose and adjust their reading according to the above lesson. After skimming, Ones will read aloud the first half of the article, and twos will read aloud the second half of the article.*Pairs should read with their chosen purpose in mind and determine if the author achieved the purpose. Upon determining what purpose the author has achieved, students should chart that purpose, the details/facts or opinions the author uses to support the purpose, and their evaluation on how that information supported the intended purpose on the provided graphic organizer. 

-Upon completion of the collaborative pair activity, conduct a whole class discussion on the findings of each group.

-End the lesson by summarizing that once a reader has identified the author’s purpose, they should keep that purpose in mind as they read and decide whether the author has achieved it. Upon deciding which purpose has been achieved, readers should be able to support their belief regarding the purpose by identifying supportive details/facts or opinions.



	Instruction:

AP #1: -Whole groups discussion: Explain to students that the author’s intended purpose influences the types of detail, facts, or opinions that he or she includes. *Prompt students after discussion by asking: What is the author’s purpose influenced by? 

AP #2: -Introduce adjusting reading according to purpose. *Prompt student understanding by asking: What should an effective reader do as they identify the author’s purpose in a specific text?

AP #3: -Whole group discussion/Practice: Idea of evaluating purpose based upon the supporting details, facts, and/or opinions. *Prompt students by asking how they would evaluate if an author’s achieved his or her purpose?



	Assignments and Extending Thinking Activity : 
Assign Homework: 
-Girls: “Mind Games,” Rosalind Wiseman. Teen Vogue
-Boys: “Amar Stoudemire of the New York Knicks is bringing winning basketball back to the Big Apple,” by Sachin Shenolikar.

-Students are to read the assigned articles and use the above practices regarding: skimming, deciding the author’s purpose, reading the article with that purpose in mind, determining whether the author achieved his or her purpose, and charting information that supports the chosen purpose. 

Class work/Writing Project:

-Student created Writing: Students will create an article based upon a current topic pertaining to Election 2012. (Possible Topics: Health Care Reform, Education, Marriage, Women’s Rights, Economic Reform, etc.) Online Word Processing through Google Docs or Word. Students will consider the most effective language and devices necessary to achieve their intended purpose. Students will compose a short article and share the article through Edmodo learning community where peers will use an evaluation tool to determine if the author achieved the intended purpose. 


	Summarizing Strategy: 
Informal Formative: Students are to answer the lesson essential question as a Ticket-Out-the-Door. (As a reader, how will you know when the author has achieved his or her purpose?) This assessment serves as an informal formative assessment which measures student understanding regarding determining how a reader will know when the author has achieved his or her purpose in a piece of literature.

Formal Formative- Author’s Purpose Quick Check Quiz (Concept of Author’s Purpose, Three Main Purposes, and Achievement of Author’s Purpose) 

Summative- (Written Article Assignment)-Students are to create an article based on a topic regarding teen social issues using resources from the web. Students will create their articles with an intended purpose in mind and include important details/facts or opinions to support their intended purpose. 


